
AP English Literature Summer Reading 
 
Welcome in advance to AP English! I’m excited to meet all of you in September and 
jump into a year of good books, stimulating discussions, and brilliant writing. Before 
then, I’d like you to do a little work in preparation for the start of next year.  
 
Summer reading is a tradition for AP English at North. Spending time with a novel or 
two during those long, lazy July and August days is a good way to keep your critical 
reading, thinking, and writing skills sharp.  This year, you will read one novel. It was 
published in the twenty-first century, and, hopefully, is a good read.  
 
Your Text 
 
Here it is!  
 

• NW, Zadie Smith 
 
NW came out in 2012. It should be easy to find at any library or bookstore. I would 
recommend buying your own copy. Used is just as good as new. If you go the Kindle 
route, you will probably want a paper copy for class since Kindles do funny things with 
page numbers. 
 
How to Do Your Summer Reading Well  
I definitely want you to enjoy your summers and also engage with a novel that does many 
interesting and unexpected things. Read actively and critically. Annotate NW. Jot down 
notes in a notebook or in the margins of the novel.  Formulate strong, compelling ideas 
about the novel as you read. Keep track of interesting passages.  
 
Questions for NW  
Listed below are some questions I’d like you to use as a way to focus your reading of 
NW. Please don’t feel like you have to limit yourself to these questions alone, but make 
sure you are prepared to discuss each question in a substantive manner during the first 
few classes.  
 
1) NW starts with Leah’s story in “Visitation.” What questions does Leah wrestle with 
throughout her section? What realizations, if any, does she arrive at by the end of her 
section? How would you characterize Smith’s style and choices in this first section? 
Where is she especially experimental? How do these choices add to our understanding of 
Leah’s story?  
 
2) Keisha/ Natalie’s section, “Host,” consists of 185 short, titled sections. What story 
does Smith tell about Keisha/ Natalie in this section? Why would she tell Keisha/ 
Natalie’s story in this way? How do race, class, and gender show up in Keisha/ Natalie’s 
section in ways that are both very direct and more subtle?  
 



3) Felix’s section features the most elements of traditional realist fiction. What questions 
does Felix wrestle with as we follow him about his day? Where do we see these forces 
shape his experiences very explicitly and directly? Where do we see these forces show up 
in less overt but equally powerful ways?  
 
4) Nathan Bogle shows up in several different moments throughout the novel. What roles 
does he play? How are the main characters connected to him? What ideas does Smith 
want to explore through Nathan?  
 
5) Do the different pieces of NW come together at the end? If they do, how do you see 
this happening? If they don’t, why do you think they don’t? What might Smith be doing 
by potentially resisting a cohesive ending?  
 
 
 
 
    Some Final Words:  
1) One of the basic principles of senior honors English is that you’ll be asked to make 
meaning out of some pretty dense material in a short amount of time on your own. 
Shortcuts like Sparknotes and other “educational aides” run counter to the entire purpose 
of this course.  
 
2) Please be prepared to write on NW during the first few weeks of school.  
 
3) If you have questions, feel free to email me at Charlene_Beh@newton.k12.ma.us, and 
I will get back to you in under a week. (It would probably be creepy and sad if I checked 
my school email every day during the summer, so give me a little leeway in terms of 
turnaround time.)  
 
See you in September!   
 
Ms. Beh 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


